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In Attendance: Elizabeth, Frank C. Peter B, Karen, Fern, Barbara, Eileen, Gina, Bill Wood, 

JoAnne, Angela (arrived late had trouble with zoom) 

(1)  Prayer (Peter) 

(2)  Introductions  

JoAnne joined us and we all introduced ourselves. At the end of the meeting Angela 

introduced herself as well.  WELCOME to the new members!  

(3) Thanksgiving baskets (Gina, Fern, Karen, Elizabeth) 

Fern needs someone with a truck to help him transport potatoes.  Please call him if you are 

able.   

Fern is worried $10 is not enough for a turkey, Liz Bellerose suggested $15.  Bill will donate 

15/16 $15 gift cards from Catholic Charities if needed.  Fern will let him know. 

Someone in Whitefield took up their own collection this weekend.  Gina will get to the 

bottom of things.  

(4) The Faith We Live (Elizabeth) 

Group evaluation of service on October 26 (it was great!), next steps.   

The group agrees with going forward using the same format.  Our next theme is 

Community, Family and Solidarity.  Elizabeth will meet with the sub committee soon to 

make plans for our next events. 

(5)  Angel Food supper Saturday October 29 update (Frank C) 

Here are notes from Frank C:   

We served over 100 meals that evening, and we also distributed bottled water, coffee, apples 

and Halloween candy. 

An additional 20 meals were delivered on Sunday and Monday to shut-ins who could not 

attend the supper.  Thanks to everyone who helped, especially Peter and Gina for preparing a 

great meal of chili, rice, mixed vegetables, garden salad and home-made brownies.  The 

dinner rolls, onions, peppers, salad greens, cookies and coffee were generously donated by the 

Augusta Food Bank.  It was great to have two of our youth, Alden and Matteo, join us, and the 

church group from West Gardiner that gave out winter clothing, toiletries, etc. was a nice 

addition to the evening. Frank is not sure if these items will continue to be available in coming 

months but it was a great addition to the evening. 
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Our next 5th Saturday Angel Food Supper is December 31st (New Year's Eve). I'll be 

contacting everyone in late November/early December to put the crews together. In 2023, 

there will be four 5th Saturday Suppers: April 29, July 29, September 30 and December 30. 

(6)  Ecumenical Meeting to Support New Augusta Shelter (Eileen, Martin, Frank C) 

The South Parish homeless shelter opened on November 1.  See: 

https://www.mainepublic.org/maine/2022-11-01/new-overnight-warming-shelter-opening-

in-church-for-unhoused-augusta-residents 
 

Eileen has had conversations with South Parish staff, and proposes that we move ahead and 

try to schedule a meeting in early December.  Martin has talked to the Council of Churches 

about an email list.  Frank C spoke with a South Parish church member and here are his 

notes: 

Sue Gayne, from SPCC, was telling me about some plans she is working on to provide food for 

the shelter as well as for the Angel Food Suppers. These plans include working with The Good 

Shepherd Food Bank to make SPCC a sort of hub for our area where we will be able to order 

as a group and share more resources. The plans also include applying for grants to help 

improve how and where food is stored on site. The money can be used for freezers, 

refrigerators, shelving, etc. 

 

The St. Michael's Parish Social Justice Commission is working on an effort with the Augusta 

Council of Churches to see how other congregations could possibly help the SPCC overnight 

shelter with donations of volunteer time, money, food, clothing, etc. 

The decision for us is when to go ahead with a meeting with other churches and South 

Parish staff to talk about the effort and ways other churches in the area can support 

them.  Is December possible, or should it be in early January? Eileen will reach out with 2 

possible dates, January 7th or 14th, for a 9am information session.  We wonder if we should 

have this right at South Parish?  This way people can see the facility.  If not we will use either 

Sacred Heart or another hall.  We think a light breakfast will be nice! 

(7)  Christmas toys (Gina, Karen, Fern, Barbara, Bill) 

My current understanding is that Elizabeth and Frank C are coordinating a program through 

Catholic Charities "Jolly Gifts" effort.  And that, according to Gina, 

 Kathy Dunn at St. Francis coordinates with the Winthrop School System for gifts. Fern 

coordinates with Salvation Army for St. Mary and St. Augustine. Sacred Heart has coordinated 

through Hall-Dale. I am unsure where the gifts have gone from St. Denis   

https://www.mainepublic.org/maine/2022-11-01/new-overnight-warming-shelter-opening-in-church-for-unhoused-augusta-residents
https://www.mainepublic.org/maine/2022-11-01/new-overnight-warming-shelter-opening-in-church-for-unhoused-augusta-residents
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Are all of the worship sites set on this?  Does anyone need volunteers? Karen has switched 

to Jolly gifts and Bill will get the barrels and posters to Gina for both Sacred Heart and St. 

Joe's.  Everything seems to be ready to go and no one needs any assistance yet! 

(8) Shirley's Barn (Peter) 

We talked about a "boxing day" collection of kitchen appliances the weekend between 

Christmas and New Year's.  Do we want to go ahead with this?  What is the schedule for 

bulletin announcements, and the arrangements for collection and delivery? We have 

decided to have a collection in January/February at St. Augustine.  This was a great location 

last time so we would like to use it again.   

(9) Wabanaki REACH program (Peter B) 

Scott Klinger of Christ Church in Gardiner writes: 

On Nov 17 from 6 PM to 8 PM we will be hosting another Wabanaki REACH training, this one 

on Wabanaki/Maine History. Unlike Dawnland which is largely passive, this training is 

interactive. Participants get to experience something of what it is to be dispossessed of your 

land and stripped of your culture and identity. Others that have done the training have called 

it powerful and transformative. 

For Dawnland we cast a wide net, for this training we are trying to be more targeted, inviting 

a few churches and schools to see if they are interested in trying to form a little pod to carry 

racial justice work forward rather than having the training be a one-off event. 

I know St. Michael's has shown an interest in Wabanaki Sovereignty, but also recognize you 

have a ton of good work on your plates. So, no pressure or expectation but if you want to try 

and recruit a few folks we would welcome that and would also welcome coordinating on 

Wabanaki or broader racial justice work between St Michael's and Christ Church. 

I've talked with Mary Bourque and hope both she and Peter will participate, so they in their 

marriage are an inter-faith bridge. 

Here's the registration link if your St Michael's friends are 

interested: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8wXV7UT00WlrKOBbMAyQHMpsCG

1KHyXLAgQuLn9PT4GBgQA/viewform 

This sounds like a great opportunity, but there is no time to reach out beyond the St. 

Michael's Social Justice Commission for participation.  I hope some of us will be able to 

make it.  It will help us prepare for the "coffee and cookies" event on the Wabanakis 

planned for the winter. Peter will attend the 17th and he suggested that we do more 

research with all the upcoming legislation.  This will need to be discussed again. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8wXV7UT00WlrKOBbMAyQHMpsCG1KHyXLAgQuLn9PT4GBgQA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8wXV7UT00WlrKOBbMAyQHMpsCG1KHyXLAgQuLn9PT4GBgQA/viewform
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(9.5) Bridging the Gap: They have a need for warm winter coats, boots, and waterproof 

mittens/gloves for men, women and children.  We elected to put this info into the bulletin 

ASAP with the address for dropping off items.  Hopefully many parishioners will take it upon 

themselves to bring things over.   

(9.75) Prayers for Barbra while she has her procedure this Friday.   

(10)  Set date for the next meeting 

The second Tuesday next month is December 13.  

(11)  Prayer (Peter B) 


